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New Report Shows Vermont’s Children and Families Were Struggling Economically Even Before the Recession Hit Hardest
For most kids, Vermont is a great place to grow up.  National child well-being profiles consistently rank our state in the top 10 in the nation. This success is not luck or magic – it is the result of forward-thinking policies and years of investment in programs and services that have helped kids and families thrive. 
Yet, despite these good rankings, not all Vermont’s children are doing well.  A new report released by Voices for Vermont's Children shows that even before the current recession hit hardest, one third of Vermont children were living in families struggling to make ends meet.   

“Vermont may do well on national rankings, but when it comes to child poverty, we are not doing well enough.  Too many of our children are growing up in conditions that make it difficult for them to prosper and thrive,” said Nicole Mace, Research Coordinator at Voices for Vermont's Children.

Voices’ 2010 KIDS COUNT Report, Challenging Poverty: Supporting Children and Families in Difficult Times uses data that are primarily from 2008 – prior to the worst period of the current recession.  These Vermont data show:

· 17,000 children lived in poverty in 2008.  Of those children, 8,000 were extremely poor, living with incomes of less than one-half of the poverty level.

· Young children in Vermont have the highest rates of poverty of any age group – 16% of all children ages 5 or under are poor.
· Our 13.2% child poverty rate is higher than that of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire.

· Since 2000, the percentage of children eligible for the federal school meals program has increased by 38% - from 26% in 2000 to 36% in 2009.

“While Voices’ report demonstrates that in 2008 life was getting harder for more Vermonters, the reality today is almost certainly worse.  More Vermont families are facing economic hardships that will result in increasing rates of child poverty, hunger, or homelessness,“ said Ann Pugh, co-chair of the Vermont Child Poverty Council and chair of the House Human Services Committee. 
In 2009, the Vermont Child Poverty Council issued a series of recommendations to reduce child poverty by taking steps to build economic opportunities for all and ensure our kids have access to strong fundamental building blocks, such as adequate nutrition, stable housing, solid educational foundations, and health care services. 
Voices’ report provides a context for these recommendations, and illustrates both the magnitude of the challenge before us, and the need for Vermont to respond with a renewed commitment to vulnerable children and families.   “As co-chair of the Child Poverty Council and chair of the Senate Health and Welfare Committee, I understand how public policies can make a difference in improving the lives of Vermont’s children and families, “ said Doug Racine.  “Now more than ever, Vermonters need support from state and local systems and services designed to mitigate the worst effects of poverty and get people back on their feet. “

Unfortunately, Vermont’s state government is shrinking its capacity as the recession takes its toll on more children and families, relying on budget cuts to essential programs in order to ride out the current crisis.  “While we may save some money in the short term, Vermont’s families and communities will be paying the difference over the coming years, as demands for services increase and critical needs are not met,” said Carlen Finn, Executive Director of Voices for Vermont's Children.
